
 

PO Box 602090 ● Plot 50668, Tholo Park, Fairgrounds ● Gaborone, Botswana ● Phone (267) 390 0884 ● Fax (267) 390 1027 ● info@satradehub.org 

www.satradehub.org  

 

 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 
For Immediate Release:  April 14, 2011 

 
 
Explore Southern Africa’s Textile & Apparel Manufacturing Industry 
 

CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA  – The USAID Southern Africa Trade Hub (SATH) will hold its next (invitation-
only) textile and apparel buyer-seller meeting on June 20 and 21, 2011, in Cape Town. 
 
The primary objective of the Business to Business (B2B) meeting is to generate more business for Southern 
African textile and apparel producers. The event will match regional textile and clothing producers with 
international and regional garment retailers, brands and wholesalers.   
 
Through linking manufacturers of textiles and garment trims with regional apparel manufacturers, the event 
will contribute to increasing intra-regional trade and value chain competitiveness. 

Larger – in terms of employment and turnover – Southern African textile and apparel manufacturers who 
stand a realistic chance of doing business due to the number of matches with potential clients, will be invited 
to participate in the event.  SATH is recruiting a range of international clothing buyers and retailers from 
Southern Africa, the United States, the European Union and Australia to attend. 
 
USAID‟s Trade Hub textile and apparel B2B model involves a series of pre-arranged 30 minute 
meetings, arranged by SATH‟s industry specialists, between international apparel buyers, Southern African 
retailers, regional apparel manufacturers, and regional textile and garment trim suppliers. The "matchings" 
are based on sourcing, outsourcing and sales needs of the participating companies. The “speed-dating on 
steroids” sessions, as past delegates have referred to the B2B event, provide a cost-effective and efficient 
platform for buyers, manufacturers and suppliers to explore and negotiate possible business relationships. 
 
The 2010 B2B involved more than 400 meetings between 60 companies from 14 countries.  It has been 
estimated that this last B2B has generated new trades in excess of US$10 million (and still climbing) with a 
further carry over from the 2009 B2B into 2010 of US$19 million. Previous B2Bs have also produced in 
investments in the region.  This additional business has created additional jobs and stimulated the Southern 
African regional economy. 
 
This year‟s event anticipated more than 400+ serious business meetings that will likely produce major new 
trades that promote the region‟s economic growth and stability.  . 
 

The American people, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), have provided economic 
and humanitarian assistance worldwide for nearly 50 years. 

 
For further information and interview requests, please contact:  
SATH Cotton, Textile & Apparel Value Chain Specialist, Mark Bennet, mbennett@satradehub.org  
or SATH Communications Advisor, Gina van Schalkwyk, info@satradehub.org 
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Background overview on the USAID Southern Africa Trade Hub 

The overall goal of the USAID Southern Africa Trade Hub (SATH), which began in September 2010, is to 
increase international competitiveness, intra-regional trade, and food security in the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) region. SATH delivers targeted technical assistance to governments, the 
private sector, and civil society organizations in support of advancing regional integration and increasing the 
trade capacity of selected value chains within Southern Africa. The project, with a total value of US$82 
million, will run for four years, with the option of a one year extension.  

As a regional program working across the 15 member states of SADC, SATH: 

 Strengthens the technical and management capacities of the SADC Secretariat and other regional 
bodies that promote trade and address food security; 

 Provides technical assistance aimed at reducing trade costs through harmonizing policies, enhancing 
regulatory efficiency, and improving delivery in both the public and private service sectors (e.g., energy, 
finance, investment, Information and Communication Technology (ICT)) ; 

 Continues to support trade corridors (such as the Maputo and Trans-Kalahari Corridors) to expand trade 
opportunities; and 

 Develops regional information sharing and monitoring networks for market information and the sharing of 
„best practices‟, which is an effective incentive for encouraging regulatory and policy reform. 

SATH provides technical assistance and training on a demand-driven basis in support of the regional trade 
agenda while working to promote increased private sector competitiveness along specific value chains within 
the region: cotton, textiles and clothing, legumes and staple crops. SATH focuses on the harmonization of 
agricultural and other standards with international standards and the ability of private firms to understand and 
comply with regional and international market standards. 

Through targeted country-level and firm-level initiatives, SATH endeavors to enhance the uptake of 
opportunities for exports to the US presented by the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA). 

In the energy sector, SATH works to strengthen regional capacity for more efficient energy sector planning 
and cooperation with a focus on increasing the use of clean energy. 

SATH also works to increase the use and availability of financial products and services for trade and 
investment and promotes the increased use and availability of trade-related information and communications 
technology (ICT) products. 

A long-term team of regional and international experts based in Gaborone, Botswana, implements SATH‟s 
work plan with the assistance of short-term consultants and partner organizations. 
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