
Civil Society

Agenda for 2009 AGOA Civil Society Forum, 
Nairobi, Kenya, 
4 August 2009 

           
07:30        

Registration

   
        
08:30         

Welcome by Kenyan and U.S. officials.

   
        
09:00         

Plenary: The Impact of the African Growth and Opportunity Act on Africa and America
An opening by African representatives from the Eastern, Central Western and Southern regions and an American representative give brief exposes on how AGOA affects their areas in terms of economic and social impact.  These presentations will be accompanied by written presentations provided prior to the forum to stimulate discussion.

   
        
10:00         

Roundtable: Is AGOA Working As It Should?
     A discussion led by delegates on how various sectors (e.g. textiles, agriculture, horticulture, handicrafts, etc.) are being affected by AGOA trade (as detailed by the plenary presentations) and whether benefits are being effectively realized.  The focus of this roundtable is to put forward suggestions on how obstacles can be overcome.
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   11:30 
 BREAK    
     
12:00       

U.S. Government Presentation on the Status of Legislation and Programming Affecting U.S.-   Africa Trade

   
        
13:30         

LUNCH

   
        15:00         Concurrent Workshops: 

The Need for Capacity Building
This workshop is an examination of the information and skills needed to effectively access AGOA and how they are or are not being provided to African and American businesspeople across various segments of the population.  The panel will look at how prepared African governments and private sectors have been to take advantage of AGOA benefits.  Moreover, the panel will consider strategies for sustaining AGOA beyond its current expiration date of 2015.

AGOA and Wealth Creation vs. Poverty Reduction
This workshop looks at AGOA’s potential for reducing poverty by providing jobs and wealth creation in Africa and in America, particularly as regards gender and urban vs. rural issues. The panel also will consider the issue of why vertical integration in industries such as agribusiness, textiles and apparel and horticulture has not taken hold as intended.

Energizing The Relationship Between Government, Business and Civil Society
This workshop provides an appraisal of the level of cooperation between the public sector, private sector and civil society in making AGOA trade effective and recommendations for making these vital relationships more successful.  The panel will examine how government ensures that business is honoring labor rights of workers (from large industries to smallholder producers) and protecting the environment of communities in which they operate and honoring international codes for ethical business behavior.  Furthermore, the panel will discuss how civil society is playing its proper watchdog role on government and the private sector on behalf of society as a whole.   
        16:30      BREAK
   
        17:00      Conference summary    
17:30 

   Conference Adjourns
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